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A Note from the President 
Gerry Vaerewyck 
 

 

 

 

 
Summer is over and it was great. If you’ve been going to the shows or watching our royalty on 

Facebook, you will have seen them at lots of places including 4-H State Achievement Days, Ag 

Progress Days, Rabbit School East and numerous fairs. The ARBA National convention in 

October finished off the year and our youth brought home a multitude of honors.   Keegan 

Tilly, Madi Shaw, Andrew Miles and Lauren Turner all brought home plaques in Management 

with Andrew taking the National 1st place. Achievement winners were Abigail Bell, Eli Bell, 

Isaac Bell, Caleb Bell, Madison Bell, and Madi Shaw with Levi and Madi bringing home the 

National 1st places. Our youth had second places in Breed ID and Judging. In showmanship 2 

of the 5 places went to PA and MD. In royalty, PA had 8 youth place with Eli Bell taking 

Prince and Isaac Bell taking Duke. I think the results speak volumes to the strength of our 

youth program and kudos go out to Deb Gregory and Sarah Gregory for all their hard work 

running the program. 

We now have a regular newsletter going out thanks to Samantha Sessamen, our new newsletter 

chairman and a mailing list to send it to thanks to Jessi Comp and Kathy Shea. The newsletter 

is all electronic so you should be getting an e-mail or you can find it on the members section of 

the PaSRBA website. If you don’t see any communications from PaSRBA periodically, then 

you should make sure you are a member and paid up by checking with Jessi or Kathy. Since it 

is that time of the year for membership renewals, please get those sent in, PaSRBA is strong 

because of your membership. 

We have some real excitement for the beginning of the year. There are big changes at Farm 

Show! Thanks to the tireless work of our farm show committee, we have moved up another 

notch and are now leading the farm show with many innovative projects. The first thing I 

noticed this year when I put in my entries is that we now enter with the livestock… 

Continued on page 2… 
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President’s Report continued…  

 

… In past years we were classed with Christmas Trees and Muffins. And the entry form has useful information on it like varieties!! 

Please check out the Farm Show report for the full details and see if there are any areas that peak your interest and VOLUNTEER to 

help. Running that department for 10 days is a monumental task and every hand is greatly appreciated. 

The big event to end our year is convention. Planning started back in March when the last convention ended and is well under way. 

Keep an eye on the PaSRBA Facebook and website for updates and breaking news. The convention committee, led by Brian Bell, has 

put in hundreds of hours of planning into making this another great convention. No one else in the world puts on a show with day of 

show entry for 2 days with numerous specialties with over 10,000 entries. The convention crew is awesome, give them a big thank 

you whenever you see someone, and better yet, volunteer to help during the show.  Areas that can always use more volunteers are 

setup, cleanup and writing. Even an hour makes a big difference!! 

Please don’t forget the general membership meeting is Sunday morning at the PaSRBA convention. There are also board meetings in 

May and November. All affiliated clubs have a designated board member. This is your clubs voice into the operations and policy of 

PaSRBA. If that person can’t come, your club can send another member in their place. It’s really important that we have input from all 

the clubs and all corners of the state. It’s also required that affiliated clubs attend at least 2 meetings a year to get insurance and 

benefits like reduced table rates at convention. That has not been enforced in the past, but since it is unfair to clubs that religiously 

attend meetings, so the board directed that it be enforced in the future. So your club needs to be represented at 2 of the 3 meetings 

between March 1, 2017 to March 1, 2018 to get benefits. If you haven’t been to the board meetings, it is imperative that you attend the 

general meeting.  

I look forward to seeing all of you at Farm Show and Convention! Safe travels, Merry Christmas and may your bunnies not molt 

before the show   

 

Vice-President Report 
Ruth-Ann Bell 
 
Hello everyone, 

 

I trust that you all are having a 

wonderful fall show season. I will 

recap the report that I sent to the Board of Directors' Meeting 

that was held in November. My apologies that I was not able 

to attend the meeting. 

Unfortunately this ended up being a drill weekend and I was 

not able to miss a weekend as I have no way to make it up 

until after my training is complete. Please know that I was 

with everyone in spirit and I wish I could have been there. 

I wanted to give you all a brief update. Last year at Farm 

Show Madi Shaw, my children, and myself did a presentation 

on the Lancaster Farming stage on Rabbits 101 which covered 

the basics of rabbits. This year, I will be teaming up with the 

entire royalty court along with the rest of my kids to do two 30 

minute presentations. One will be focusing on basic 

information for rabbits and cavies and the other will focus on 

rabbits as a commodity. I look forward to leading this team of 

talented youth as we prepare this endeavor. We have been 

assigned 3 highly visible time slots on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Friday evening. This is exciting exposure for rabbits and 

cavies. 

I will not bore you nor take the thunder of the other committee 

reports in activities where I have been or am involved with 

helping. I am sure that the various committee chairs have done 

a fabulous job letting everyone know what is going in on 

within their committees. I was excited to hear that the 

Equipment Committee was able to put together a proposal 

based on information that I had provided that was acted upon 

by the rest of the board. We will be purchasing a large number 

of coops from Keiper Equipment. This is long overdue. 

I also want to cover my plans for the coming year, especially 

since I know some may have questions with what my 

intentions are regarding the election. Out of respect for this 

organization, the election outcome will determine how much 

longer I will remain as your Vice President. 

I was asked to fill this position for Valarie Mayle by both 

Valarie and Art Sweinhart when Art decided to not run for 

President for another term and Val decided to step up to fill 

his shoes. This was not a position that I sought after on my 

own, but filled it on the request of those who thought I had 

something to offer the association. I love this association 

dearly for a variety of reasons and only ever want to serve it 

and this hobby in a manner that will further both. I feel that 

my usefulness in my current role is coming to an end. Brian 

and I spoke at length when he decided that he wanted to run 

for President this year. It is because of my respect to the 

Association that I decided many weeks ago that should he win, 

as soon as he takes office, I will resign as VP. Should Gerry 

win, out of respect to both the association and Gerry, I will 

remain in office for the remainder of my term, but I will not be 

seeking re-election. 

I have enjoyed serving with and for all of you and will find a 

different role within the organization that will be both 

beneficial and appreciated by the membership and the 

leadership. If anyone has any questions, please feel free to 

contact me. If I do not see you at the Dauphin County 

Youth/MARCS show, I look forward to seeing you all at Farm 

Show and PaSRBA. 

I hope that you have a merry Christmas and a happy New 

Year! 

 

As always, many blessings, 

Ruth-Ann 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Tori Perry 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Savings $27,117.36 Checking $39,264.19 

“I have loved being Treasurer and have learned a lot in 

my almost 4 years.  Next year the position will be up 

for re-election.  If someone else would like to take 

over, I think that would be fantastic.  I would like to 

explore other parts of the organization and see where 

else I can put my services to use.” 
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Secretary’s Report 
Sue Werner 

 
PaSRBA Board Minutes 

February 7, 2017 

General Membership Meeting 
 

Present:   Gerry Vaerewyck, Ruth-Ann Bell, Sue Werner, Sarah Gregory, Donna Gentile, Steve Shea, Kathy Shea, Scott Wood, Derek Turner, 

Brooke Emery, Karen Woods, Jacob Bell, Danielle Barbacow, Isaac Bell, Carl Gentile, MaryAnn Barbacow, Peg Hailey, Nicole Bortz, Cole Mann 

Caleb Bell, Jessie Comp, Erin Comp, Sheila McConn, Fred McConn, Becky Forney, Bryan Rager, Katie Werner, Loreli Rager, Chris Fauser, Debbie 

Gregory, Madison Shaw, Ayanna Jackson, Angie Shaw, Peggy Montgomery, Nicole Belloma, Eli Bell, Karina Anderson, Tatianna Belloma, Tammy 

Steele, Ellen Anderson, Michele Petro, MolliLyn Petro, Levi Bell, Paul Fauser, Mikayla Musgrove, Zach Farlow, Tori Ling, Abigail Bell, Cathy 

Forney, Diane Everitt, Shiane Boyer 

 

The meeting of the Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association was held February 7, 2017 during the State Convention at the Lebanon Valley 

Exposition Center and Fairgrounds.  President Gerry Vaerewyck called the meeting to order at 7:33 a.m.  The Secretary’s Report was approved on a 

motion by Fred McConn and a second by Sarah Gregory.  Due to the absence of flu-stricken Treasurer Tori Perry, no financial report was given.     

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Election – Chairperson Kathy Shea announced the election results:  Vice President – Ruth-Ann Bell, Treasurer – Tori Perry, and Director at Large – 

Lori Jo Whitehaus.   

 

Audit – President Vaerewyck stated we need an out of house audit and need to be attentive to filing a tax return.  He asked if there would be a CPA 

willing to help PaSRBA with these and other financial issues. 

 

Commercial – NR 

 

Convention – Chairperson Brian Bell extended a huge thank you to all the many volunteers who made a Convention of this size possible and 

successful.  Unequivocally PaSRBA has the best team in the Country according to Bell.  He reported entry numbers seem to be similar to last year as 

2017 Saturday’s entries are estimated at 9,600 rabbits/cavies across the table.  This year’s Angora Layout was much improved.   

 

Equipment – Chairperson Brian Rager thanked the Convention set-up volunteers for a great job.  There is a need for more equipment to be added to 

PaSRBA’s inventory.  The Spring Clean-up Date will be posted soon.  The Angora breeders and judges both praised the new risers.  There are some 

issues with the accuracy of the digital scales. 

 

Farm Show – Co-Chairperson Lori Jo Whitehaus reported that 2017’s entries were down by 250 from the previous year.  The Farm Show used new 

show software and some glitches occurred.  Rabbit hopping continues to be quite popular.  The Volunteer T-shirts are an asset to the program.   

Two concerns were raised by PaSRBA members.  The first concerned the very real danger due to the total absence of hand washing warning posters 

in the Rabbit AgExplore Station (actually the entire Farm Show was grossly negligent in all species areas).  The second issue raised was having the 

Celebrity Hopping participants being compliant with instructions given to them.  (Celebrities were oriented correctly, but did not follow instructions.) 

 

Membership –. Chairperson Kathy Shea reported statistics of 353 principal members and 877 affiliated members.  Membership has a stand at this 

year’s Convention.  Missing e-mails are a deterrent to members receiving their PaSRBA newsletter.   

 

Finance (formerly Ways and Means) –   No report 

 

Youth – Chairperson Debbie Gregory introduced the 2017 Royalty Court.  Over 100 total youth participated in events at the Convention (up 50% 

from 2016).  The Youth Raffle and 50/50 profit raised $1059 towards youth activities.   

 

Sweepstakes – Chairperson Chris Fauser had sweepstake prizes ready for pick-up at the Convention.   

 

Website – The website looks nice.  A members’ area will soon be uploaded to the site.  The password will be good for one year.  

 

Merchandise – Chairperson Loreli Rager opened the Convention’s merchandise stand on Friday evening to a great sales response.  The ability to 

accept credit cards greatly increased sales.  She ran a successful test run on vests.   

 

Newsletter – No report  

 

History – Chairperson Katie Werner reported she had many posters ready to hang in Center Hall similar to the display last year, but the walls would 

not accept the tape this year (problem for other signage too).  She is trying to research past PaSRBA cavy royalty winners.  Please contact her with 

names. 
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Insurance – Chairperson Maryann Barbacow reported she issued 14 insurance certificates.  PaSRBA now has D & O (Directors and Officers) and 

equipment insurance.  On a motion by MaryAnn Barbacow and a second by Ellen Anderson, the Membership voted for her to pursue work on a 3 

year crime policy for money handlers This $100,000 coverage would cover more than the traditional bonding  (i.e. computer fraud, hacking, theft 

would also be covered) and have a $1000 deductible.  Cost estimated at $713.   

 

Constitution and By-Laws (CBL) – A written report was submitted by Committee Members Peg Hailey, Ruth-Ann Bell, and Lori Jo 

Whitehaus.  Updates to the Constitution would only include renumbering and a possible change from mailing ballots to another form of voting.   

The updates to the By-Laws are more numerous and include areas that do not match what is currently happening in PaSRBA – dues amounts; 

notification via social media and not postcard; additions and clarifications to awards; posting of membership; inclusion of Educational Outreach to 

PaSRBA’s scope; correction of various PaSRBA years (fiscal, sweepstakes, membership, and terms of officer service); addition of a “Procedure” 

document to include “how PaSRBA ‘does some things’ that should be written down somewhere for easy reference “; and lastly renumbering and 

reorganizing the Articles.  The committee is gathering changes and is also looking at CBL’s from other organizations for ways to improve PaSRBA’s 

own CBL.  The current CBL lists too many details with dates, etc.     

The Committee has also started exploring the acquisition of 501(c) (3) or 501(c) (5) status. PaSRBA would need to have a formal tax status 

and may need to revise its stated objective.   

Debbie Gregory asked that committee chairs (such as Youth or Equipment) be given the right to vote at Board meetings.  Currently only 

Officers and appointed Club Directors may vote unless it is a General Membership meeting.     

 

Communications – Rabbits for sale ads should not be placed on the member’s site.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Thank you notes were acknowledged from Shelby Wood and Elizabeth Gallagher.  A thank you note was received from Todd Biddle’s Bald Eagle 

High School Agriculture Program.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 None  

 

The meeting adjourned on a motion by Ruth-Ann Bell and a second by Bryan Rager. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sue Werner 

Secretary - Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association

   

Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association 

Board Minutes 

May 21, 2017 
 

Present:  Ruth-Ann Bell, Sue Werner, Sarah Gregory, Lori Jo Whitehaus, Brian Bell, Donna Gentile, Scott Wood, Sally Turner, Bob 

Kolb, Jacob Bell, Isaac Bell, Carl Gentile, Dianna Kolb, Kristina Kolb, Caleb Bell, Jessie Comp, Michelle Forry, Bryan Rager, Debbie 

Gregory, Sarah Gregory, Abigail Bell, Sara Forry, Eli Bell 

 

 The meeting of the Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association was held May 21, 2017 in Newville.  Vice President 

Ruth-Ann Bell called the meeting to order at 12:11 p.m.  Michelle Forry took meeting notes until Sue Werner arrived at 12:18.  Lori 

Jo moved and Sarah Gregory seconded a motion to approve February’s Minutes.  The motion passed.   

 

 Treasurer Tori Perry gave her report via speakerphone.  She reported an error had been made on the previously distributed 

accounting form.  Three checks were noted as expenses instead of income – the corrected vendor total income is actually 

$3295.  Currently there is $27,117.36 in the savings account, $41,898.53 in the checking account, and $3735.62 in the equipment 

fund.  Accepting credit cards at Convention went well.  Between merchandise, open and youth entries, and the banquet, around $7000 

was accepted through the card readers.  The card readers can be used throughout the year as well.  The treasurer’s report was approved 

on a motion by Sally Turner and a second by Bob Kolb. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Election – Chairman Kathy Shea submitted a written report due to her absence.  She noted PaSRBA will be electing a President, 

Secretary, and one Director at Large (Brian Bells term is expiring).  A nomination ballot was submitted for the next Discovery.  Any 

principal adult member may nominate any principal adult member or his or herself for an office. 

 

Audit -- Chairperson Mike Toth did not submit a report.  The PaSRBA Board noted financial records have only had an internal audit – 

not an official audit.   
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Convention --Chairperson Brian Bell reported an income of $75,000 and a profit of $15,000.  The Show’s entry numbers were flat 

with this being the first year under Bell’s leadership that the numbers had not grown.  However, he reported this is not a bad problem 

as the Convention cannot accommodate much more in entry growth.  The cost per animal judged increased from $1.77 to $1.86 from 

2016 to 2017.  

  

 Some 2017 Convention issues:   

--There were some service animals present.  It is difficult to be sure if all were genuine.  Staff observed the animals’ 

behaviors to make determinations.  There was a Representative who attended to observe PA law and its regulations 

at work and also to note if they are actually working/being observed correctly. 

-- Chairs in showroom aisles continue to be a concern.  Stationary and not mobile chairs are the problem.  Bell felt 

that being very proactive through social media helped as there was more space with the same number of animals 

comparing 2016 to 2017.  However there were a few uncooperative exhibitors.  Exhibitors with these kind of 

behavior issues will be ejected next year by superintendents.  Aisles must be maintained to comply with the Fire 

Code. 

-- One hotel temporarily ran out of hot water due to the high number of showers utilized at the same time.  It is 

doubtful that situation can be remedied.  The issue of one hotel not honoring the rate listed in the catalog was 

resolved 

. 

 Changes for the 2018 Convention: 

--The facility building fee is increasing by 5% ($700) for 2018.  The rates have not been raised for many previous 

years. 

  --Using space wisely is a necessity and brings changes for vendors and Specialty 

   Clubs.  Advertising will only be allowed in assigned booth.  Side rails will be  

added to booths (provided by PaSRBA).  To offset the building fee increase, vendor/specialty booth rates could be 

increased.  Several vendors wish to expand their footprint but there is not more booth space available.  Some 

Specialty Clubs are not utilizing their both space for the whole weekend (5 booths only used for 1 hour).  Sally 

Turner spoke on behalf of the small Specialty Clubs asking for their rates not to increase.  A suggestion was made to 

use the livestock hallway for specialty entries which would allow tables to be torn down quickly when not in 

use.  Following discussion, Specialty Clubs will pay $10/day for a table (tables can be shared) or may use a writer’s 

table for free.   There MUST be a “map” if using a writer’s table – they are numbered in all the halls – so the Open 

and Youth Secretaries know their location.  On a motion by Brian Bell and a second by Lori Jo, vendor rates were 

approved to be increased to $125 and $75 from $100 and $60.   

 

 Responses from judges are already returning.  The Convention Committee uses the  

PaSRBA recommended judges list rather than pre-approve a list of judges.  The Board  

provided a non-eligible list of judges to the Convention Chairman.   

 

 No advertising signs will be allowed outside of vendors’ booths.  Paint was pulled off of the facility’s doors resulting in 

repair cost added to the Convention’s expenses.  There will be tighter control of overnight camping at the fairgrounds.  Exhibitors who 

do not follow rules or are disrespectful to show staff will be asked to leave with no refunds.  There will be a FAQ sheet for the 

announcer and secretary tables.   

 

 Hopping Competition exhibitor numbers are still increasing – 90 entries in 2016 leaping to 139 in 2017—with numbers 

expected to continue to rise.  A class of beginners created a bottle neck with 53 entries.  The event is very well organized, but space 

was a problem.  If someone missed a class, a refund was offered.  The Hopping Coordinator will be given a radio to call the global 

mic announcer for 2018.  The President of the American Hopping Association for Rabbit and Cavies, Mike Avesing, came to watch 

the event as ARBA will be adopting PaSRBA rules for the National Convention.  Currently PaSRBA owns two courses – beginner 

and intermediate.  The beginner set needs a storage tote.  PaSRBA needs 4 total courses for its Convention and more mats for the 

advanced runs.  On a motion by Sally Turner and a second by Carl Gentile, the Board approved up to $500 to be spent to cover the 

tote for Set #1 and to purchase additional mats.  For 2018, PaSRBA will rent courses from other clubs to conduct the event.   

 

 A letter was read written by Convention Chairman Brian Bell that will be sent to a vendor concerning actions at the 2017 

Convention.  

  

 Lastly a huge THANK YOU was extended to Peg Hailey for all her years of service in the Cavy Room.  She is passing 

on the Cavy Superintendent position to her daughter, Becky Kallatch.   

 

Equipment – Chairman Bryan Rager reported that PaSRBA is purchasing 5 judging set-ups from the inactive Berks County 

RBA.  Butler County RB does not want to continue to haul its cooping equipment used for behind the judges to the PaSRBA 
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Convention.  It was approved on a motion by Bryan Rager and a second by Kristina Kolb to use $6000 from the General Fund to 

purchase the needed equipment from Keipper Cooping and to modify the storage pods.  Equipment Clean-Up Day will be held August 

19th beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the storage location.  PaSRBA will get a report on the progress of replacing/pricing/selling equipment at 

the November meeting.  It was noted how great it would be if equipment would all match.  The question was asked if equipment usage 

invoices have been sent out. 

 

Farm Show – Co-Chairman Lori Jo Whitehaus reported little has changed from her February report.  $500 of reusable educational 

signage is being purchased through a program sponsor of   the Farm Show.  No employee hopefuls have contacted her as of yet for the 

2018 Show.  PaSRBA was not notified it did not receive its Department Requests, so hopefully they were approved.   

 

Membership – In her absence, Co-Chairman Kathy Shea submitted a written report.  PaSRBA has 29 Affiliated Clubs with 746 

members listed.  Three Clubs did not submit a membership list.  Six Affiliated Clubs did not renew.  PaSRBA has 278 Principal 

Members; 106 Principal Members did not renew their 2017 membership.  “County” will be removed from the membership form 

because it causes confusion.  Discussion followed as to reasons for non-renewal.  Shea requested receipts be created/supplied to give 

for membership payment.   

 

Ways and Means – Open Position – no report 

 

Youth – Co-Chairmen Debbie and Sarah Gregory reported they are working on preparations for the ARBA Convention – gathering 

teams, announcing ARBA activities, presenting opportunities like t-shirts and coming up fun D9activities.   94 Youth participated in 

the PaSRBA Convention (not counting educational contests).  The Gregory’s are putting together a recipe flyer with rabbit meat facts 

and would kindly accept recipes from the Membership.  Sue Werner asked if the Youth could have some training or receive a fact 

sheet for how to handle themselves when approached by members of groups such as PETA.  A thank you goes to the Youth who have 

been sending summaries of their promotions.   

 

Sweepstakes – Chairperson Chris Fauser was absent but her up-to-date sweepstakes listings were distributed.   

 

Website – Website Coordinator Alexa Bixel was not in attendance, but submitted a detailed report.  A new membership area only 

accessible to members of PaSRBA has been recently added to the site.  The area is an online library for the PaSRBA Discovery 

Newsletter.  The Affiliated Clubs and Upcoming Show pages have received extreme makeovers including interactive tables and are 

more user friendly now.  Sweepstakes are current.  Bixel requests that information sent to her to be placed on the website is timely and 

preferably sent in PDF format as a courtesy to members who will be downloading these files.   

 

Merchandise -- Chairman Lori Rager had been approved to purchase $5000 worth of merchandise last year, and reported that she had 

sales totaling $5600.  Rager received approval for $5000 to purchase additional merchandise for 2018 on a motion by Brian Bell and a 

second by Kristina Kolb.  Having a credit card reader at the Convention was a boost to sales. 

 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Newsletter --  Editor Kristina Kolb realized ads have not been being placed in recent newsletters.  Current rates are full page 

($10/issue, $30/year), half page ($5/issue, $15/year), quarter page ($3.50/issue, $10/year), and business card ($3/issue, 

$10/year).  Kristina Kolb moved and Bob Kolb seconded to continue having advertising and to continue those advertising rates. After 

discussion, Kristina amended her motion and Bob seconded it to change the prices to per issue of full ($20), half ($10), quarter ($5); 

discontinue the business size ad; and apply a 5% discount for paying for a year of advertising.  The amendment and motion both 

passed.  A Newsletter has been prepared and is ready for publishing, but, when sent to President Vaerewyck for questions and layout 

proofing, ended in his spam inbox (as has happened before).   This communication breakdown prevented the mailing and articles are 

no longer timely.  The third item presented by Kolb was her resignation as Newsletter Editor.  Kolb suggested that three people are 

needed to produce the Newsletter; President Vaerewyck wants to spread out the duties.  Sarah Gregory spoke at the meeting that she 

would like to take over the Newsletter.  The Board approved on a motion by Brian Bell and a second by Kristina Kolb that Sarah 

Gregory, pending President Vaerewyck’s approval, has been pre-approved by PaSRBA and is ready to start a newsletter 

immediately.   

 

History – Katie Werner made various PaSRBA history posters that were ready to display at the Convention, but the wall space she 

was given was not accepting of any method used to try to hang the items.   A PVC display device could be tried for the 2018 

Convention. 

 

Insurance – A written report submitted by MaryAnn Barbacow stated 5 certificates of liability insurance for Affiliated Club shows 

were issued so far this year.  Insurance policies have been completed and issued, and the D & O and Crime Policies were paid.   
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Constitution and By-Laws – Lori Jo Whitehaus presented a written listing of suggested updates to the PaSRBA Constitution and By-

Laws.  The Committee also had looked into what is needed to become a 501(c)(3) organization.  They suggest a revision of the 

PaSRBA stated objective may be needed to qualify.  Lastly, Whitehaus stated she is an “idea” person but is not a technical writer and 

issued her resignation as Chairman and a member of the Committee.   

 

Communications and Social Media – Chairperson Michelle Forry brought several suggestions to the Board.  Michelle Forry moved 

and Brian Bell seconded to eliminate the Facebook PaSRBA Group and use the Facebook PaSRBA Convention page as a general 

PaSRBA page with the Convention being an event hosted by the page.  The motion passed.  This page will make it easier to share 

posts to promote and inform the public and be easier to monitor. The Administrator can give quick responses.  The page can be 

attributed to that particular organization.  PaSRBA can benefit Affiliated Clubs by promoting their events while this usage will also 

keep the page fresh – thus a benefit to Clubs and the Association.  Clubs are asked to send their event information to Forry.  The 

PaSRBA Youth page has proven especially helpful. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE -- Listed under appropriate committees 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

 Debbie Gregory and Brian Bell both spoke on different possibilities of restructuring the Board.  Gregory spoke to giving the 

Youth Chairman a voting voice as an example. The Board discussed this idea and of appointing another Committee (perhaps Gregory 

and Bell and others as members) to figure out the logistics, but no action was taken. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 The Board discussed the fact that PaSRBA’s structure with the difference between General Membership and Board meetings 

has gone astray or is confused and needs to be clarified.  Specifically mentioned was that minutes are being approved at the wrong 

times by the wrong groups.   General Membership holds one meeting a year – in February at the annual Convention.  The PaSRBA 

Board meets two times a year – in May and November.  The Board approved a new policy for Board Minutes on a motion by Brian 

Bell and a second by Sarah Gregory.  The policy states that minutes should be sent out two weeks after the meeting; members then 

have two weeks to peruse and correct; a draft of the minutes may be published (marked as Draft), followed by approval at the next 

Board meeting.  Also approved on a motion by Brian Bell and a second by Kristina Kolb was the same policy to extend to the General 

Membership meeting’s minutes.   

 The meeting adjourned at 3:08 p.m.  The next meeting will be held November 18. 

 

    Respectfully submitted, 

 

    Sue Werner 

    PaSRBA Secretary 

Affiliated Clubs 
 

Apple Country Rabbit Club 

Carl Gentile 

 

Eastern States American Specialty Club 

Kathryn Shea 

 

Mid Atlantic Tan Club 

Caleb Bell 

Backyard Bunnies 4-H Youth Club 
Kathryn Shea 

Eastern States Flemish Giant Club 

Larry Rishel 
Mid-Atlantic Cavy Breeders Assoc. 

Peg Hailey 

Chesapeake Dutch Rabbit Club 

Barb Kerdiman 
Eastern States Polish Rabbit Club 

Timothy Vaillancourt 
Mid-Atlantic Dwarf Hotot Club 

Devon Turner 

Chesapeake Holland Lop Rabbit Club 

Bob Kolb 
Furry Friends Rabbit & Cavy Youth Club 

MaryAnn Barbacow 
Mid-Atlantic Lop Club 

Jessie Comp 

Color Me Dwarf Club 

Teresa Love 
Lebanon County 4-H Club 

Veronika Rodriguez 
Tri-Co. Rabbit Club of PA 

Sally Turner 

Dauphin County 4-H Youth 

Jacob Bell 
Lebanon Valley RBA 

Dianna Kolb 
Washington County RBA 

Susan Toth 

Central PA RBA 

Devon Turner 
Lehigh Valley RBA 

George Long 
West Branch RBA 

Wayne Bechdel 

Delaware Valley R&CBA 

Danielle Barbacow 
Majestic Mini Rex Specialty Club 

Nicole Bortz 
Westmoreland County Rabbit Club 

Becky Forney 

East Coast Havana Organization 

Isaac Bell 
Mason-Dixon Rex RBA 

Rick Cope 
York County R&CBA 

Bob Robinson 

The Eastern Holland Lop Club 

Francine Waters 
Mid Atlantic Satin Club 

Kristina Kolb 
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2017 Director at Large Report 
Brian Bell 
 

 

 

This will be my last newsletter article as your Director at Large.  I have been honored to serve the 

organization for the last two years in this capacity.  I have been nominated by several members to run for 

the office of President, therefore I will not be running this year for my current Director position.  You will find my President bio 

elsewhere in this newsletter.  I ask for your support this year as I run to serve our organization as your President. 

The PaSRBA Board had a very productive meeting in November.  A lot of important topics were discussed.  One of the most exciting 

was the approval of new cooping that is used for Farm Show, PaSRBA Convention and several other club shows.  This will be an 

important upgrade and investment into the future of PaSRBA.  As soon as the minutes are reviewed and approved, I am sure they will 

become available. 

Our two biggest events that our organization participates in are around the corner.  The Pennsylvania Farm Show is less than a month 

away and between the rabbit show on Friday January 5, 2018 and all of the rest of the week’s events, there will be dozens of 

volunteers working to promote rabbits, cavies, PaSRBA and agriculture in Pennsylvania.  The second event is the PaSRBA 

Convention February 3-4, 2018, which is one of the largest shows in the country.  Be sure to read the PaSRBA Convention report and 

to check out the website and Facebook event page contained in the report. 

Please keep in mind that everyone on the board and that works on committees are all unpaid volunteers.  Without volunteers, our 

hobby and organization would not exist and we would not have rabbit and cavy shows.  Please consider volunteering your time and 

expertise, even if only a few hours a year to help our organization continue to grow and improve. 

As always, I am happy to talk about your ideas and feedback regarding PaSRBA.  Please feel free to contact me any time at 

brian.sbfarms@gmail.com or talk to me at the shows. 

 

Convention 
2018 PaSRBA Convention:  February 3-4, 2018 

Plans for the 2018 PaSRBA Convention are in the implementation phase and moving along rapidly.  For the first time, we 

have sold the vendor room out at the time of the deadline.  We are still accepting wait list applications for a vendor booth 

in case of cancellations.  We have approval from the Lebanon Expo Center to move the specialty show entry only spaces 

to the East Corridor as was suggested at the May PaSRBA Board meeting.   

By the time this is published, the catalog will be available on www.pasrba.org.  Please be sure to carefully read the catalog 

as most common questions are answered by reading the catalog. 

If you have any feedback, please do not hesitate to contact me at brian.sbfarms@gmail.com. 

PaSRBA Convention website:  visit http://www.pasrba.org/ and open the Convention menu 

PaSRBA Convention Facebook event page:  https://www.facebook.com/events/1884258575172347/ 
 

Dauphin County Youth Representative 
 

Hello everyone. My name is Isaac Bell. I hope you had a good Holiday. Our club’s officers recently got together to plan 

all of the activities for the coming 4-H year. In December we are having a holiday barn party at one of our member’s 

farm. At the beginning of December members of our club helped to raise money for our county 4-H at the Christmas 

Show held at the PA Farm Show Complex by selling milkshakes. Our club has been working hard on planning our double 

youth show. At the time that this was written, we are less than a few days away. In my next report, I can let you know 

how the show went. We have a great committee that works hard to get everything ready. There are multiple shows coming 

up including Farm Show. For those of you who entered since the deadline was December 1st, I hope your animals do well 

and you have some time to walk around too. Another big show is the PaSRBA Convention. That will be Day of Show. I 

hope I can see some of you at these next couple shows. Have fun! 

mailto:brian.sbfarms@gmail.com
http://www.pasrba.org/
mailto:brian.sbfarms@gmail.com
http://www.pasrba.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1884258575172347/
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Election 
 

The election committee is preparing the election ballots. All adult members please watch your mailboxes for your ballot. 

They will be in the mail on December 29, 2017 and need to be return postmarked by January 20, 2018. The election 

results will be available to all members at the PaSRBA Convention in February. 

 

Hall of Fame and Distinguished Service (Open and Youth) nomination forms were sent to your email boxes. Please be 

sure to return those to the committee by December 15, 2017. 

 

Membership 
 

Membership renewals were mailed on November 1. We have received some back. On December 1, 2017 we still have 114 

not returned. There will be a renewal booth at PaSRBA for members’ convenience. 

 

Affiliated club renewals were mailed November 15, 2017. At this time, we have one affiliated club who paid for their 

renewal. They will be able to renew at convention as well. 

 

In the members section of the website members can access the new Membership Directory. Please go check it out and let 

us know of any changes needed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Kathy Shea 
 

Mid-Atlantic Tan Club 
 

Hello everyone, just to let you know we will be having a Tan specialty shows at the PaSRBA Convention on February 3rd 

and 4th. For the Tan breeders there will be four shows. You will show two times a day: one normal show and one open 

specialty show a day. The entry fee is $5.00 a show. All shows for Tans are day of show entry. Youth Tan breeders there 

are PaSRBA contests that you can participate in. Information is on the website and in the catalog. The Pennsylvania State 

Farm Show will be held on the beginning of January and only PA residents can show. 

The entries were due on December 1st. We always like to have help in the rabbit room with teaching people about rabbits. 

A few other small shows in Pennsylvania are being held this spring. I hope you all have a 

Happy Holiday! 

Best Regards 

Caleb Bell 

 

Social Media 

Hello everyone. If you have not yet done so please make sure you join the official  

2018 PaSRBA event www.facebook.com/events/1884258575172347. This is where we will be sharing all of the information for this 

year’s event. To stay in line with show rules this event will only have posts related to the show, related activities, vendors and show 

questions from exhibitors. Sale posts will be prohibited. While you can sell rabbits at the show they must be entered in 

the PaSRBA show. 

We know that there can be a lot of questions surrounding our premier event. We encourage everyone to ask questions in the event as 

someone else may have a similar question. The show staff is always happy to help. 

Thank you all for a great year and I am looking forward to a great 2018.  

http://www.facebook.com/events/1884258575172347
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Westmoreland County Rabbit School 
 
The 2018 Westmoreland County Rabbit School is scheduled for March 10. We are extremely excited about this year’s event. We are 

offering many new classes and have brought on some new instructors as well. The 2018 classes include first aid, intro to rabbits, semi-

arch breeds, cavy judging, body types nutrition, hopping and agility and many more.  This year we will also have a completely online 

form for participants to fill out for convenience. We encourage everyone to join our event page for the latest 

information, www.facebook.com/events/132803714035873 or contact me at mlganassi@yahoo.com or 814-521-9320 if you have any 

questions.  The program should be finished soon and the deadline to register is Feb. 4. We do cut off registration at 180 so make sure 

to register as soon as you can. 

 

 

Youth Report 
From your Co-Chairmen: Debbie and Sarah Gregory 

 

CONVENTION NEWS 

PaSRBA Convention 2018 will be here before you know it. Please see the website for all the information and registration 

procedures for the Youth Contests. We have a new addition this year, a Senior Class for the Showmanship competition. 

This was added based on your input so please keep telling us how to make our program better. We will be having our 

potluck dinner again on Friday evening of convention. Everyone there is welcome to bring a dish and enjoy all the good 

food. It’s not just for the kids. 

Once again, we will be having the Youth Raffle Basket and 50/50 fundraising events. Here’s your opportunity to make a 

donation to help develop the youth in our hobby. Please bring a basket to raffle in our silent auction Saturday or contribute 

to the 50/50 raffle when you see the kids throughout the showroom that day. If you plan to donate a basket, please let 

Debbie know at cdsagregory@msn.com. 

Winners will be announced at the Banquet but you don’t need to attend to win. 

Another new addition to the Convention this year is our Rabbit Mentoring Raffle. Information is included elsewhere in the 

Newsletter. Please consider becoming a mentor to our youth! 

 

ROYALTY ADVENTURES 

There is a new section in the Members area of the website, “Royalty Adventures”. It’s a blog 

showcasing what our court members have been doing to represent our organization and shows how 

much fun they are having! Below is a preview. Check it out. 

 

 

*NEW* Mentoring Raffle 
**New in 2018** 

 

This year there will be a Special rabbit/cavy raffle that benefits the PaSRBA Youth Committee & Scholarships. 

 

This raffle’s goal is to promote and mentor youth in raising rabbits and helping them to be successful. Breeders will be asked to donate 

show quality stock and agree to be willing to be a mentor to the winner of the rabbit. This is a good opportunity to promote your breed 

and increase breeders throughout the area. Youth are the only ones eligible to enter and they can do so by purchasing tickets. 

 

 

To donate please contact Colleen Schulze on Facebook or call 610-689-5177.  

 

Donation requirements:  

- Donator must be willing to mentor the youth in the breed they donate.  

- Animal must be of good quality.  

- Pedigree need to be provided.  

 

Youth that help Colleen mange the raffle and take of animals entered will be entered into a special raffle. Please see Colleen at 

convention to help.  

http://www.facebook.com/events/132803714035873
mailto:mlganassi@yahoo.com
tel:(814)%20521-9320
tel:(610)%20689-5177
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Merchandise 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item Size Color Price 
Full Zippered Fleece Vest S, M, L, XL Burgundy/Royal Blue $38.00 

Full Zippered Fleece Vest 2XL, 3XL Burgundy/Royal Blue $40.00 

Full Zippered Fleece Vest-Youth S, M, L, XL True Navy $30.00 

Full Zippered Hooded Sweatshirt S, M, L, XL Burgundy $38.00 

Full Zippered Hooded Sweatshirt 2XL, 3XL Burgundy $40.00 

Hooded Sweatshirt S, M, L, XL Burgundy/Sapphire $34.00 

Hooded Sweatshirt 2XL, 3XL Burgundy/Sapphire $36.00 

Crewneck Sweatshirt S, M, L, XL Sapphire $30.00 

Crewneck Sweatshirt 2XL, 3XL Sapphire $32.00 

Adult Short Sleeve T-Shirt S, M, L, XL Burgundy/Sapphire $10.00 

Adult Short Sleeve T-Shirt 2XL, 3XL Burgundy/Sapphire $12.00 

Youth Short Sleeve T-Shirt S, M, L Burgundy/Sapphire $8.00 

Adult Long Sleeve T-Shirt S, M, L, XL Burgundy/Sapphire $14.00 

Adult Long Sleeve T-Shirt 2XL, 3XL Burgundy/Sapphire $16.00 

Youth Long Sleeve T-Shirt S, M, L Burgundy/Sapphire $14.00 

PASRBA Aprons Adult Natural/ Royal Blue $16.00 

PASRBA Hat Adult Stone $12.00 

PASRBA Tote Bags  Tan $10.00 

PASRBA Patches   $6.00 
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Youth News 
 

Andrew Miles – King 
 

Hello everyone! 

 

Farm show season and PaSRBA are just around the corner, and it’s time to be thinking about royal 

contests, breeding, and getting the show string into tip top shape. I hope for the royalty contest we can put 

more attention to cavies, and have a judging class of longhairs, as well as more of a variety in the Breed 

ID, as they should be proportionally represented. I have a few surprises that may be showing up in the 

classes so get ready! In addition, I would like to encourage the youth if time allows, to attend the judges 

conference the night before, which allows them to gain firsthand knowledge from long time judges and 

breeders. I have attended a few in the past, and always find them helpful down the road. There have been a 

few concerns as well with the royalty test in the morning, causing the youth to rush, in order to show their 

rabbits or pigs, which is something that maybe should be looked into, if your parents are there, I would see 

if they could put your animals on the table for you, as it is physically impossible to be in places at once, 

the judges should be more than understanding when in that situation, just do not stress and take your time. The past few months have 

FLOWN by and it seems that everyone has been so busy, and in need of a much needed winter break. The fall show season for me 

started with three big September shows… It all started with the West Branch Rabbit show, where Wayne Bechdel received his ARBA 

Distinguished Service Award, for his continued dedication to the ARBA over the past thirty years. He was one of the mentors of our 

past PaSRBA and ARBA king, Johnny. There was a good showing of Flemish Giants and English Spots also at this show, and very 

well organized! The next show was the Hamburg show, where the Bells, Madi, and I represented the hobby well. Madi was working 

under Ruth-Ann, wrangling Lionhead’s, when I looked over! It was a very nice show, and I would like to extend a congratulations to 

Joe Colucci on obtaining his cavy judging license, it was very nice to see a new judge, and get some different opinions! The last 

September show before Convention, was the South Jersey show, where Becky Lanahan showed my cavies for me (thanks again!), 

where I also had the opportunity to shadow under Johnny with judging rabbits in preparation for convention. If any youth wants to 

learn more about rabbits or cavies, I encourage them to do the same, and ask a judge in advance if you can shadow them, and 

hopefully write for them while doing so! Indy was definitely an adventure, and I went out with the Shaw’s. A few things I saw: 

 All the youth from the area and district came prepared and ready to showcase their knowledge! In the future a little more 

preparation with cavies would I think really help everyone (especially with the different varieties), but you all did a 

fantastic job! 

 Any youth that would like to work on a COD, I encourage you to do so, one is never too young to start on a project, and help 

the hobby and standard grow. I am currently working with the otter Americans, and can tell you for a fact that the 

experience is so valuable. 

 I would like to challenge adults and PaSRBA members, to give away quality rabbits to at least one youth this year and 

mentor them as they enter the breed or hobby. By doing this you are ensuring the future of the rabbit and cavy fancy. 

There is nothing better than ensuring that the line you have worked for YEARS on will be in good hands as we hop to the 

future.   

 CONGRAULATIONS to all the youth that won and participated in the youth contests and showed at convention, you guys 

are the future, and did an awesome job representing the organization on a national level, congrats again! 

 Please, if anyone is not feeling comfortable about judging a breed, the best thing you can do is talk to a breeder or judge at 

the show. The Royalty Court and I are always willing before judging and Breed ID to help a youth learn more about what 

they are judging or with specific questions they may have. I did this at convention (with the Dutch) and after doing so, felt 

much more confident in my judging ability, and did well! If anyone needs help see me Friday at PaSRBA! 

 Last but not least, I wrote a letter to the ARBA board expressing some ideas that I had for the organization. The youth we 

have today, are the foundation and future leaders of the hobby, and as such your opinions and ideas are invaluable and are 

taken very seriously. I was concerned about the extremely low numbers of Silkie satins and Peruvian satins at convention, 

as only 1 or 2 have been shown at NATIONAL Convention over the past couple years in the youth division. To me it is 

disheartening to see any breed or variety in low numbers such as this, so encouraging youth to take up these breeds should 

be a priority of all rabbit and cavy organizations. Also, the idea of youth directors and Royalty expectations are also ideas I 

wrote about. If you have any ideas that you think could better the hobby, please contact the appropriate officers or 

directors, so that way we can continue to better the organizations that we are a part of. 

Eastern PA Rabbit School was amazing this year, and thanks to everyone who put it together. It was full of great cavy and rabbit 

breeders, plus there was lots of knowledge that was exchanged. I had the opportunity to teach about cavy grooming, Royalty… and of 

course the nutrition class. Anyone that was in it, would surely be able to tell… I got very excited! Tons of people were there, and it 
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was located in a great facility. Even though I got lost (that is why I always arrive early!) it was a great time, and I look forward to 

being a part of it again next year. 

Western PA Rabbit School is coming up so keep a close eye on that. Also remember to renew all your memberships coming up, I 

always like to get it all done before Jan 1st. In addition, a reminder that there is SENIOR SHOWMANSHIP at PaSRBA this year, so 

you all have some time to dust off your skills and get ready (  you can use a cavy ;)  ) 

The final shows that I attended was the Lebanon Show and Apple Country shows, where I got to see TONS of excitement for 

PaSRBA and the Royalty Contests! I look forward to seeing everyone there. Hope everyone has an amazing winter break, good luck at 

Farm show, and happy breeding for the spring shows and Nationals! 

 

 

 

Eli Bell - Prince 

Hi, my name is Eli Bell, I am the 2017 PaSRBA and ARBA Prince.  Since October, I went to the Apple 

Country Show to show my animals and I helped other people with their animals.  I went to the PaSRBA 

meeting in November.  My family and I helped with selling milkshakes at the Christmas Show at the Farm 

Show Complex for 4-H.  My family and I help out with the Garden State Show in New Jersey.  I helped to 

set up some of the show equipment, write for a judge, and tear down equipment at the end of the show.  Our 

Dauphin County Youth Club is having a show with MARCS in the beginning of December.  I am one of the 

youth secretaries for this show and I will be doing set-up and tear-down.  Don't forget about the Farm Show 

in January. Have a happy holiday.  I hope to see you at other shows. 

 

 

 

Isaac Bell - Duke 

 

Hi Everyone.  

 

My name is Isaac Bell and I am the PaSRBA Duke and the ARBA Duke. I hope everyone is doing well. 

There is not much that has happened since my last report other than the PaSRBA Board meeting, which went 

well. I hope everyone’s breeding’s are going well. I also hope some of you got good rabbits for Farm Show 

as well as meat pens. Hopefully some of you were successful in breeding meat pens considering this year 

was not any different than any of the other years for us. No litters. I am learning how to spin wool so I can 

participate in the Angorapalooza at the Farm Show. I am also working with my mom, the rest of the royalty 

court, and the rest of my family to put together presentations for the Farm Show. On December 9th, my 

youth club is hosting a double youth show at the same time MARCS is hosting a double open show. I am one of the youth show 

secretaries along with my brother Eli and PaSRBA Duchess, Ayanna Jackson. Hope everyone is also geared up for PaSRBA as it 

quickly comes around the corner. Make sure to get your youth contest applications in as soon as you can. I know I am working on 

mine!! Hope to see you all at the Farm Show and at PaSRBA! 
 

 

 

 

 

Buy, Sell, Trade Advertising in the 

Newsletter 
Full Page - $10 per issue or $30 per year 

Half Page - $5 per issue or $15 per year 

Quarter Page - $3.50 per issue or $10 per year 

Business Card - $3 per issue or $10 per year 
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 
 

 

 
 

Pointer Hill 

 

Martin’s Cages 

 

Rabbit Tutor 

 

Kencove Farm Fence Supplies 

 

KW Cages 

 

Deadline for Next Newsletter submissions: February 23, 2018 


